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Tolu is not standing alone. Her com-
mitment and the commitment of many
other Dreamers is what inspires me to
continue this effort for the DREAM
Act.

There are so many others like Tolu
who are living a life of uncertainty.
They have amazing accomplishments
in their lives, and yet they can’t use
the degrees they have earned to make
this a better nation and to have a
whole life of their own. So last month
I reintroduced the DREAM Act. Tolu
joined me on that occasion, with Sen-
ator HARRY REID, who has been a
strong supporter; BoB MENENDEZ, our
Hispanic colleague here in the Senate;
and RICHARD BLUMENTHAL from the
State of Connecticut.

Here is what Tolu said:

Passing the DREAM Act is critically im-
portant to me and so many others. I don’t
believe I am entitled to anything more than
what this great Nation has taught me—that
we all have a right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

She is right. Thousands of immigrant
students in the United States were
brought here as children. It wasn’t
their decision to come, but they grew
up here, they made it their home, and
they are prepared to make this a better
Nation.

Some of my colleagues have come to
the floor of the Senate criticizing the
DREAM Act because people under the
age of 35 are eligible. They say the
DREAM Act should really only benefit
children. They ignore the obvious: In
order to qualify for the DREAM Act,
an individual must have come to the
United States as a child, just like Tolu.
Now she is 30 years old. She has been
waiting patiently for 10 years. To say
she is now ineligible because we have
not acted I think would be fundamen-
tally unfair.

Today we had an interesting speech
which I listened to on the floor. It was
the first speech—so-called maiden
speech—of our colleague, Senator
MARCO RUBIO from Florida. It was an
excellent speech, and I complimented
him afterward. Among the things he
talked about was the contribution of
immigrants to the United States.

I am a first-generation American. My
mother was an immigrant to this coun-
try. One hundred years ago, in 1911, her
mother brought her at the age of 2 into
this country. My mother didn’t become
a citizen until her mid-twenties, after
she was married and had already had
two children. She was a very proud and
hard-working woman, raised a good
family, I think—I am a little bit par-
tial—and now her son is a U.S. Senator
from Illinois.

This is not just my story. It is not
just my family’s story. This is the
American story. This is who we are,
immigrants who came to this country
and risked everything to be a part of
America and only asked for a chance—
a chance to make this a better Nation
and to create a better life for them and
their families. The DREAM Act will
give thousands of young people across
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America that chance to become a part
of America’s future. It is the just and
fair thing to do to make us a stronger
Nation and to keep our promise that
we are going to be fair in the way we
administer the laws.

I urge my colleagues to take a look
at the version of the DREAM Act that
has been introduced. I urge them as
well to join me as cosponsors. We will
work carefully with other countries
and other nations to make sure we
demonstrate to them the sense of fair-
ness that is part of America.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the importance of
the Emergency Medical Service for
Children, or EMSC, Program. Recently,
we celebrated National EMSC Day, an
annual event raising awareness about
the need to improve and expand spe-
cialized care for children in the
prehospital and acute care settings.

The EMSC Program holds great per-
sonal importance to me. More than 30
years ago, Senator HATCH and I, on a
bipartisan basis, took note of the sys-
tematic problems and deficiencies sur-
rounding emergency care for children.
With these deficiencies in mind, we au-
thored legislation to address the gaps
in emergency care for children.
Through the support of the American
Academy of Pediatrics and the Surgeon
General the bill became law in 1984 au-
thorizing Federal funding for EMSC.

For over 25 years now, EMSC, which
is administered by the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration’s,
HRSA, Maternal and Child Health Bu-
reau, has been doing truly amazing
work. With just over $20 million a year,
EMSC works with all 50 States, the
District of Columbia, and the U.S. ter-
ritories to educate emergency medical
personnel. In addition to educating and
training health care professionals,
EMSC supports research at leading
governmental and academic institu-
tions so that our children are treated
with cutting-edge technology and serv-
ices.

The EMSC Program addresses the en-
tire continuum of pediatric emergency
services, from injury prevention and
EMS access through out-of-hospital
and emergency department care, inten-
sive care, rehabilitation, and reintegra-
tion into the community, while ensur-
ing the ongoing involvement of the
child’s primary care physician. It
serves the unique needs of children in a
way no other program can. Over the
years, we have also funded various
projects for emergency care. I thank
my colleagues for supporting the inclu-
sion of a 5-year reauthorization of the
EMSC Program in the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act.

In recognition of all that EMSC has
done and will continue to do for this
Nation’s children, several experts gath-
ered on Capitol Hill last month to hold
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an educational briefing in conjunction
with EMSC Day. Sponsored by the
American Academy of Pediatrics, staff
heard from Dr. Elizabeth Edgerton, the
new branch chief for EMSC and injury
prevention at the Maternal and Child
Health Bureau at HRSA, who described
the EMSC Program and what it has ac-
complished. Katherine Dixon Hert,
EMSC program manager, Office of EMS
and Trauma at the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health, recounted the
devastation of the recent tornadoes
that swept through the State of Ala-
bama; the challenges in caring for chil-
dren often separated from their par-
ents; and the pediatric deaths that oc-
curred. Lastly, Joseph Wright, M.D.,

M.P.H., F.A.A.P., principal investi-
gator and medical director of the
EMSC National Resource Center,

shared his experience of ‘‘growing up”’
with the EMSC Program as part of the
original cohort of board-certified pedi-
atric emergency physicians in the
United States.

I do not know a parent or grand-
parent who would advocate for any-
thing but the best care of our children
during an emergency. The EMSC Pro-
gram has filled a void that existed
within the EMS system prior to its in-
ception. Many experts have identified
the need for a lead agency for EMS in
the U.S. While such a lead agency
could improve optimal emergency care
and response, any reorganization of
Federal EMS Programs must maintain
the EMSC Program as a freestanding
program. Without the EMSC Program,
children’s medical and treatment needs
will not be met. I would like to honor
and thank the many hard-working
Americans that work daily to serve
and save our children.

——————

TRIBUTE TO J. DAVID HOOD

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a faithful public serv-
ant on the occasion of his retirement.
J. David Hood, the regional commis-
sioner of the Public Buildings Service
for General Services Administration’s
Great Lakes Region, is retiring on July
1, 2011, after 40 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the Federal Government. David
heads an organization that is respon-
sible for more than 35 million square
feet of Federal offices and workplaces
in nearly 1,000 buildings owned or
leased by GSA. He also manages over
$1.2 billion in construction and renova-
tion projects throughout the region.

David joined GSA’s Great Lakes Re-
gional Office in 1971 as an intern before
becoming a real estate appraiser, a
project manager, director of planning,
and eventually serving as deputy as-
sistant regional administrator, Public
Buildings Service. In 1993, David moved
to the agency’s former Federal Supply
Service, FSS, where he served as as-
sistant regional administrator for 9
years before taking the same position,
now regional commissioner, with Pub-
lic Buildings Service. He is a member
of the Federal Government’s Senior



S3768

Executive Service and is a recipient of
GSA’s Meritorious Service Award.
David also served as acting regional ad-
ministrator for GSA’s Great Lakes Re-
gion from January 2009 until January
2011.

In a sense, David is the landlord for
my State offices in Chicago and
Carbondale. In that capacity, I saw
firsthand David’s commitment to the
Federal Government and wise use of
taxpayer money. Last year, my Chi-
cago office in the Kluczynski Federal
Building was in need of repair and re-
configuration. David and his team com-
pleted what would normally be a year-
long project in just 4 months, and
stayed within budget. In addition to
meeting the operational needs of my
Chicago staff so that they can best
serve the people of Illinois, the renova-
tion also produced considerable cost-
and energy-savings.

As David’s storied career in public
service comes to a close, I rise to thank
him for his hard work on behalf of the
American people, and in particular the
people of Illinois. David is an exem-
plary civil servant, and while his re-
tirement is well-deserved, his service
to the Federal Government will be
missed.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
LANCE CORPORAL SEAN MICHAEL NICHOLAS
0’CONNOR

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor and express our Na-
tion’s deepest thanks to a brave young
man and his family. On Monday, I re-
ceived word that LCpl Sean M.N.
O’Connor of Douglas, WY, had fallen on
June 12, 2011, in the line of duty in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Lance Corporal O’Connor was Kkilled
while supporting combat operations in
Helmand Province in southern Afghan-
istan.

Lance Corporal O’Connor was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment, Regimental Combat Team 8,
II Marine Expeditionary Force FWD,
1st Marine Division, out of Camp Pen-
dleton, CA. Sean’s roots in the Marine
Corps run deep. He was born at Marine
Corps Base Camp Pendleton. Like his
father, Lance Corporal O’Connor joined
the U.S. Marine Corps in 2007 soon
after graduating from Douglas High
School. Sean was an avid reader, swim-
mer and shooter. He will be remem-
bered as a fun loving son and friend
who could always be counted on to lend
a hand to those in need.

It is because of individuals like Sean
O’Connor that all Americans are able
to live our daily lives as free people.
They put their very lives on the line
every day, and because of their bravery
and their families, our Nation remains
free and strong. Freedom is not free. It
carries a very high price. And that
price has been paid over and over by
many generations of men and women
who answered the call to arms and
willingly bear the burdens of defending
our Nation. They deserve our deepest
respect and gratitude.
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The motto of the U.S. Marine Corps
is ““Semper Fidelis.” It means ‘“‘Always
Faithful.” LCpl Sean O’Connor lived up
to these words with great honor. He
made the ultimate sacrifice in the
name of freedom for you and I to enjoy.
He gave his life, that last full measure
of devotion, for you, me, and every sin-
gle American. Today we thank Lance
Corporal O’Connor for serving and de-
fending our country. He was always
faithful to our country and its citizens,
and to his fellow marines.

Lance Corporal O’Connor is survived
by his parents Daniel and Dee O’Con-
nor and his Aunt Sarah O’Connor. He is
also survived by his brothers and sis-
ters in arms of the U.S. Marine Corps.
We say goodbye to a son, friend, neigh-
bor, and a marine. The United States of
America pays its deepest respect to
LCpl Sean O’Connor for his sacrifice, so
that we may remain free. Sean was the
embodiment of honor, courage and
commitment. All of Wyoming, and in-
deed the entire Nation, is proud of him.
May God bless him and his family.
Lance Corporal O’Connor, Semper Fi.

———

AMERICA INVENTS ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I was
pleased that the Chamber of Commerce
today wrote to Members of the House
of Representatives in support of the
America Invents Act. The Senate-
passed companion legislation was ap-
proved in March in a 95-5 vote. This
bill will create jobs and grow the econ-
omy without adding a penny to the def-
icit. Today’s announcement by the
Chamber of Commerce is a strong indi-
cation of a growing consensus that this
legislation is what America needs to
win the future through innovation. I
applaud the work that Chairman
SMITH, Mr. WATT, and others have done
to move the legislation forward in the
House, and I encourage the full House
to act swiftly.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD a full copy of the
Chamber’s letter.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, DC, June 14, 2011.
To the Members of the U.S. House of Represent-
atives:

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
world’s largest business federation rep-
resenting the interests of more than three
million businesses and organizations of every
size, sector, and region, supports H.R. 1249,
the ‘“‘America Invents Act,”” which would en-
courage innovation and bolster the TU.S.
economy. The Chamber believes this legisla-
tion 1is crucial for American economic
growth, jobs, and the future of U.S. competi-
tiveness.

A key component of H.R. 1249 is section 22,
which would ensure that fees collected by
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO)
fund the office and its administration of the
patent system. PTO faces significant chal-
lenges, including a massive backlog of pend-
ing applications, and this backlog is stifling
domestic innovators. The fees that PTO col-
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lects to review and approve patent applica-
tion are supposed to be dedicated to PTO op-
eration. However, fee diversion by Congress
has hampered PTO’s efforts to hire and re-
tain a sufficient number of qualified exam-
iners and implement technological improve-
ments necessary to ensure expeditious
issuance of high quality patents. Providing
PTO with full access to the user fees it col-
lects is an important first step toward reduc-
ing the current backlog of 1.2 million appli-
cations waiting for a final determination and
pendency time of 3 years, as well as to im-
prove patent quality.

In addition, the legislation would help en-
sure that the U.S. remains at the forefront of
innovation by enhancing the PTO process
and ensuring that all inventors secure the
exclusive right to their inventions and dis-
coveries. The bill shifts the U.S. to a first-in-
ventor-to-file system that we believe is both
constitutional and wise, ending expensive in-
terference proceedings. H.R. 1249 also con-
tains important legal reforms that would
help reduce unnecessary litigation against
American businesses and innovators. Among
the bill’s provisions, Section 16 would put an
end to frivolous false patent marking cases,
while still preserving the right of those who
suffered actual harm to bring actions. Sec-
tion 5 would create a prior user right for
those who first commercially use inventions,
protecting the rights of early inventors and
giving manufacturers a powerful incentive to
build new factories in the United States,
while at the same time fully protecting uni-
versities. Section 19 also restricts joinder of
defendants who have tenuous connections to
the underlying disputes in patent infringe-
ment suits. Section 18 of H.R. 1249 provides
for a tailored pilot program which would
allow patent office experts to help the court
review the validity of certain business meth-
od patents using the best available prior art
as an alternative to costly litigation.

The Chamber strongly opposes any amend-
ments to H.R. 1249 that would strike or
weaken any of the important legal reform
measures in this legislation, including those
found in Sections 16, 5, 19 and 18. The Cham-
ber supports H.R. 1249 and urges the House to
expeditiously approve this necessary legisla-
tion.

Sincerely,
R. BRUCE JOSTEN,
Ezxecutive Vice President, Government Affairs.

————

REMEMBERING PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS JOHN T. MARR

Mr. BROWN of Massachusetts. Mr.
President, on this day in 1777, the Sec-
ond Continental Congress adopted the
flag of the United States. At that time,
American colonists were just 2 years
into their long and bloody struggle for
independence and only a year earlier
had declared independence from the
British throne. Since that time, our
flag has been carried into countless
battles and has been proudly worn on
the uniforms of millions of American
servicemen and women.

I rise today to tell the story of one
such American, US Army PFC John T.
Marr of Dorchester, MA. Private Marr
was mortally wounded in combat on a
hill on the other side of the globe. The
hill happened to be in Korea in 1953. It
could have been so many other places
where Americans fought and died:
Bunker Hill in Boston, Cemetery Ridge
at Gettysburg, the cliffs of Normandy,
Kakazu Ridge on Okinawa, Hamburger
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